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A NEWSLETTER FROM ST. MATTHIAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 

September & October 2024 

Just the other day, I watched 
as my neighbors’ 2 sons 
headed to the bus stop for 
their first day back at 
elementary school.  I 

remember when our daughter Lindsay was that age, 
and what the first day of school was like.  We shared 
a special breakfast together, she put on a special new 
outfit, and we always took her picture in front of the 
fireplace before she left for the bus.  And it was a 
joyful reminder that she was growing up.  That “first 
day of school” morning was always a special day. 
 
One of the beautiful gifts God gives us is the gift of a 
new day… every day.  They may not all “feel” 
special, but they are.  Martin Luther reminds us that 
as we wake up each morning, we should make the 
sign of the cross on our foreheads and remember that 
we have been baptized… chosen and claimed by God 
Himself as one of His Beloved Children.  After our 
morning prayer, Luther says we should “Then go to 
your work with joy, singing a hymn”.  At the end of 
the day, we again remind ourselves of our baptism, 
say our evening prayer, and then “go to sleep 
promptly and cheerfully”.  (Source: https://
bookofconcord.org/small-catechism/daily-prayers/ ) 
 
Martin Luther reminds us that every day is a special 
day, a gift from God that we shouldn’t take for 
granted, or get bogged down in the worries of the 
day.  Instead, we can take the time to remind 
ourselves of who we are (Beloved Children of God), 
give thanks to God for the gift of this day, and ask 
God to protect, guide, and lead us in every moment 
of the day.  And to go into our daily work and later 
return to sleep both cheerfully and joyfully.  What a 
way to make each day a special gift from God!  
Thanks be to God for all that He so abundantly 
provides! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 

Rally Day – Sunday, 
September 8

th
  

Please note that Rally Day will be 
on Sunday, September 8th.  

Beginning on Rally Day, our Sunday morning 
worship will change to 10:15am.  We’ll also be 
having our annual church picnic after worship.  All 
are welcome.  We’ll look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

St. Matthias Fall Cleanup Day   
Saturday, September 7

th 
 

Our church's Fall Cleanup Day has 
been scheduled for Saturday, September 7th, from 
9am - 12 noon.  Any available men, women, and 
children are welcomed and encouraged to come 
along and help us with cleaning, repairing, and 
beautifying God's house as we prepare for Rally 
Day.  Please feel free to bring along work gloves 
and any tools that you may have that could be 
helpful in our work.  We'll look forward to seeing 
you there! 

 

Pumpkin Prayer 
In The Pumpkin Patch Parable, Liz 
Curtis Higgs uses kid-friendly analogies 
for the Christian life. Many parents now 
use a Pumpkin Prayer while carving jack

-o-lanterns in October. What a great reminder about 
everything God has done for us! While cutting off the 
pumpkin top, pray, “Lord, open my mind so I can learn 
new things about you.” (See Proverbs 1:7.) While 
removing the seeds and pulp, pray, “Remove the things 
in my life that don’t please you. Forgive the wrong things 
I do and help me forgive others.” (See Matthew 6:14-
15.) While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to see the 
beauty you’ve made in the world around me.” (See 
Psalm 104:24.) While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry 
for the times I’ve turned up my nose at your many 
gifts.” (See James 1:17.) While making the mouth, pray, 
“Let everything I say please you.” (See Psalm 19:14.) 
While lighting the candle, pray, “Lord, help me shine 
your light to others through the things I do.” (See 
Matthew 5:16.) Display your carved pumpkins as 
examples of how God’s love transforms us into new 
creations. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.) 
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All Saints Sunday Carnations 
For All Saints Sunday, November 

3rd, red & white carnations will be 
available for purchase for $1 to place 

on the altar in honor of your Saint 
and may be taken home after 

worship. A form has been included in 
the newsletter and envelopes are also available 

in the narthex. Envelopes and forms can be 
placed in the offering plate. The deadline for all 

carnation orders is Sunday, October 20th. 
You can also list the name or names of your 

loved ones or friends who have died within the 
past year to be included in the prayers on All 

Saints Sunday. This form is located on the table 
in the narthex in October. 

 
 
 
 
 

September 
Thursday, Sept. 5 5:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  
Saturday, Sept. 14 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Saturday, Sept. 21 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Saturday, Sept. 28 8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  
 
October 
Thursday, Oct. 3 5:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  
Saturday, Oct. 12 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Saturday, Oct. 19 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Saturday, Oct. 26 8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  

 
Stamp Camp 

On the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 Monday of 

each month, Kim Peles is 
leading a fellowship group at St. 
Matthias called “Stamp Camp”. 
All are welcome for fellowship 
and to make personalized 

greeting cards together, which you can use to 
share God’s love with others.  There’s a nominal 
fee to cover the cost of supplies.  There are 2 
sessions on the 3rd Monday, one beginning 
at 10am, and the other beginning at 6pm. On 
the 4th Monday there is only one session at 
6pm.Please feel free to contact Kim at (724) 
875-0049 for more information. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

St. Matthias Sunday 
On Sunday, October 13th, we 

will be celebrating St. 
Matthias Sunday! As we 
celebrate St. Matthias 

commemoration we will also be honoring our 
charter members: Lou Jean Bishop and Barb 
Fink. Following the worship service there will 
be a pot luck luncheon. Sign up sheets are 

available in the narthex for volunteers to write 
down what they would like to bring. Mark your 

calendar and come celebrate with us! 

 
Celebrating the Harvest on the 

October 13th   
In addition to celebrating St. Matthias Sunday 
on October 13th, we’ll also be giving thanks to 
God for the wonderful, abundant harvest from 
the 7th year of our Community Garden!  We’ll 
be including a celebratory harvest prayer at 
the end of our Sunday morning worship that 
day, to give thanks to God for all that He has 
so abundantly provided.  This will also serve 
as a conclusion to this year’s Community 
Garden harvest, and offer us a joyful look 
forward to next year’s harvest as well.  We 
hope you can be with us that day as we give 
thanks for so many of God’s blessings! 
 

Pot Luck & Bake Sale on October 
13th

 
 

As we celebrate St. Matthias Sunday and the 
closing of our Harvest Table and the 
Community Garden on October 13th, we’ll also 
be having a pot luck & bake sale to celebrate!  
All proceeds from the bake sale will benefit the 
Westmoreland County Food Bank.  If you’re 
able, please bring something to share for the 
bake sale and/or take some baked goods 
home with you!  We’ll look forward to seeing 

you there!   
 

Save the Date 
Our Annual Congregational 
Meeting, Part 1 will be 

Sunday, November 17th immediately 
following the worship service. Please make 
arrangements to stay. The date for Part 2 will 

be announced in the November/December 
newsletter. 
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Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has started cleaning the church 
with the help of our own members. We certainly would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t 
very hard work. We have a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact Pastor Paul or the 
church office! Thank you! 

Cleaning Dates: 
September: 
 2 -  7 - Valetta Bradosky, Lisa Pegg 
16 - 21 - Valetta Bradosky, Bobbi Oestreicher  
30 - Oct. 5 - Valetta Bradosky. Mary Lou & Bob Wolff 
 
October: 
14 - 19 - Valetta Bradosky, Gayle & Bob Kunko 
28 - Nov. 2 - Valetta Bradosky, Dana Gruesu  
November: 
11 - 16 - Valetta Bradosky, Teri & Jim Frye 
25 - 30 - Valetta Bradosky, Barb Winslow  
December: 
 2 -  7 - Valetta Bradosky, Lisa Pegg  
16 - 21 - Valetta Bradosky, Bobbi Oestreicher  

 
 
 

September 12        Making Sundaes at 1:00 in   
 the fellowship hall.  Thank offering.                        
 
October 10             Eldora Crist and Darla        
 Dalena are hostesses at 1:00 in the       
 fellowship hall. 

September 20-22    NW/SW WELCA   3 Day event   

Lutherlyn Retreat.  Stir-up Friends, Fellowship and 

Faith.  If interested, let me know. 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

JULY 15, 2024  
 

Devotions were led by Fred Oestreicher President Bob Wolff called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm.  
 In attendance: Bob Wolff, Ryan Winslow, Fred Oestreicher, Pastor Paul, Lisa Pegg, Greg 
Paterno, and Sharon Marks.  Also in attendance was Financial Secretary Eliot Moore and Treasurer 
Eldora Crist. Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the agenda.  Second by Ryan 
Winslow.  Motion carried. Motion made by Bob Wolff to approve the Secretary’s Minutes from 
June 10 meeting.  Second by Lisa Pegg.  Motion carried.  Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve 
the Treasurer’s Report.  Second by Greg Paterno.  Motion carried.   
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor attended the SWPA Synod Assembly from June 13-15 and served as 
the chairperson of the elections committee.  In 2025 there will be a bishop’s election at Synod 
Assembly.  Pastor will be heavily involved in that process at next year's meeting.  He presided at the 
funeral of John Rosendahl (husband of member Glenda Rosendahl) at St. Matthias on June 24.  He 
presided at the wedding of Christian Huey and Sherry Venersky at St. Matthias on June 21.  Pastor 
did a home visit with Ronnie Kauffman on July 3.  He was on vacation from July 4-12.  Pastor Paul 
continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Sheperd Lutheran Church in Greensburg 
approximately 5 hour per week.   
 

Communications: A parishioner would like to provide the funding for replacing the carpet 
runners in the sanctuary and possibly the hallways.  By consensus, council approved for him/her to 
move forward with the project. Concerns: None  
 

 Committe Reports were given. 
  
Old Business  
2025 Budget Requests: Requests for the 2025 annual budget should be given to Financial 
Secretary Eliot Moore by the end of August.  The Finance Committee will meet in September to 
prepare the 2025 budget.  
  
Semi-Annual Financial Statements: Semi-annual statements through the end of June were placed 
on the table in the narthex.  Those not picked up by the end of July will be mailed.  
  
New Business: None  
The Calendar and Worship Assistants for August were reviewed.  
The next meeting will be held on Monday, August 12, 2024 at 7:30 pm via Zoom.  Devotions will be 
led by Lisa Pegg.  
  
Motion made by Sharon Marks to adjourn.  Second by Bob Wolff.  Motion carried.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm.  
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Sharon Marks  
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

AUGUST 12, 2024  
  

Devotions were led by Lisa Pegg President Bob Wolff called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm.  
In attendance: Bob Wolff, Ryan Winslow, Fred Oestreicher, Pastor Paul, Lisa Pegg, Greg 
Paterno, and Sharon Marks.  Also in attendance was Financial Secretary Eliot Moore and Treasurer 
Eldora Crist. Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve the agenda.  Second by Lisa 
Pegg.  Motion carried. Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the Secretary’s Minutes 
from July 15 meeting.  Second by Greg Paterno.  Motion carried. Motion made by Bob Wolff to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried.  
 Pastor’s Report: Pastor Paul presided at the funeral for Joe Welling on July 17 at Kepple-
Graft Funeral Home. He attended a Property Committee meeting on July 12, and made home visits 
with Alycefaye Stewart and Vickie Georges.  He visited with Virginia Turner at St. Anne’s Home as 
well as the Brookdale Retirment Community.  A nursing home visit was made with Don Ohr and a 
hospital visit with Ronnie Kauffman. Pastor presided at a funeral for a non-member at Mason-Gelder 
Funeral Home and presided at the Blessing of the Animals on July 31. He attended a Synod 
Resource Center Advisory Board meeting at the Synod office and a Synod Assembly Review 
meeting via Zoom.  Pastor continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepard Lutheran Church 
in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per week.  
 Communications: The church office received a fraudulent email which appeared to be from 
Chuck Vita.  The email was obviously a fraud.  Council member reported receiving texts from other 
council members and Pastor Paul which are obviously fraudulent.  Pastor will remind the 
congregation to not open any emails or text messages that appear suspicious.  Always call the office 
or the person who supposedly sent the message to verify that it is legitimate.  Never open this type 
of correspondence.  Concerns: None  
 Committee Reports were given. 
  
Old Business  
Budget Requests: All 2025 budget requests are due to Eliot Moore by the end of August.  
  
New Business  
Seminarian Support:  A discussion was held on the Church’s financial support to Seminary 
students which is in the budget.  
  
Annual Meeting Part 1: Council reviewed the draft agenda for the meeting to be held on November 
17th.  Vacancies on Church Council were also discussed.  Pastor asked Council members to 
prayerfully consider those would be a good fit to serve on Council.  
  
Annual Meeting Part 2: By consensus the Council set January 19, 2025 as the date for the 
meeting.  
Garden of the Saints request: Council has received a request that the cremated remains of 
member Virginia Turner be interred in the Garden of the Saints.  Motion made by Sharon Marks to 
approve the request.  Second by Bob Wolff.  Motion carried. Pastor Paul will preside at the funeral 
service for Virginia at St. Matthias at a date to be determined.  
  
The calendar and Worship Assistants for September and October were reviewed.  The next meeting 
will be held on Monday, September 9, 2024 at 7:30 pm via Zoom.  Devotions will be led by Ryan 
Winslow. Motion made by Sharon Marks to adjourn.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion 
carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.  
 Respectfully Submitted,  
Sharon Marks  
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Prayer List 
Ronny Kauffman    Member 
Ron Wagner   Barb Fink’s Son in Law 
Tonia     riend of Annette Benedict 
Leon Moyer   Eldora’s Son in Law 
Carol    Friend of Bernice Gruesu 
Larry     Friend of Terri Frye  
Chase Lawlor   Friend of Tina Weimer 
Brian Sindorf   Susan Spillar Nephew 
Roy Millhouse   Friend of Vickie Georges 
Chase Yates Keith & Carol Bowman great grandson 
Greg Ferrier     Member 
Chris Thorpe   friend of Vicki Georges 
Joan Downing     Member 
Vicki Georges     Member 
Alycefaye Stewart    Member 
Carol    Friend of Lisa Pegg 
Kevin    Ron Pegg’s Friend 
Laura Dalena    Niece of Darla Dalena 
Larry Slicker   Darla Dalena’s Brother 
Arleen Hawk  friend of the congregation 
Evelyn Malinish    Member 
Craig    Dana Gruesu Coworker 
Ron & Carol Bowman  Keith Bowman’s  
   brother and sister in law 

Teri Pappas    Vicki Georges sister 
Lorraine Howell    Member 
Barry Santavy     Member 
Ted Wohlin  Arlene Wohlin’s Husband 
 

To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 
 

Faith Works Envelopes 
     Faith Works envelopes are on the back pew in the 
sanctuary.  Please use these envelopes to support any of 
the following  ministries: 
Bethesda Children’s Home        Thiel College 
Camp Agape           Lutheran Senior Life 
Camp Lutherlyn         Gettysburg Seminary 
Glade Run Lutheran Services 
Lutheran Campus Ministry in Oakland 
Lutheran Service Society 
Synod Mission Support 
     Check off which agency you wish to  
contribute to and place the envelope with your donation in 
the offering plate.  Please remember to indicate your 
envelope number.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Todd 
Frye 
 

 September 1 
Aaron Harmatz   September 3 
Ethan Turner    September 6 
Katie Frye   September 8 
James Frye    September 9 
Kathryn Glew  September 10 
Michael Oestreicher  September 15 
Vera Koontz   September 19 
David Hoffman  September 19 
Robert Ferrier  September 19 
Jean Kauffman  September 20 
Rebecca Noel  September 20 
Eliot Moore   September 22 
Deyati Varriano  September 22 
Linda Wasilowski  September 23 
Mary Jo Borelli  September 24 
Aaron Dominick  September 24 
Lova Jean Yeargers  September 27 
Luke Ridilla   September 28 
Cole Organiscak  September 28 
Evan Spillar   September 30 
 
 
Joseph & Amber Schmitt September 7 
David & Peggy Bell    September 21 
Barry & Terri Santavy September 24 
 

 
 
 
 

Dominic Buffone  October 9 
Michele McCombs  October 19 
Lorraine Howell  October 19 
Aiden Nicodemus  October 21 
Sonnie Miller   October 22 
Christine Harrold  October 22 
Theodor Wohlin  October 27 
Bethany Harper  October 27 
Andrew Harrold  October 28 
Diane Dominick  October 29 
Barbara Winslow  October 28 

 
 
Michael & Amanda Marnell  October 1 
Alex & Rebecca Santavy  October 8 
Ronald& Lisa Pegg   October 9 
Rebecca &Daniel Noel  October 15 
Robert & Mary Lou Wolff  October 22 
John & Wendy Weimer  October 31 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY November 3, 2024 
CARNATIONS 

 
NAME:   
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
IN MEMORY OF: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
QUANTITY _____________________   RED CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
   
  ____________________ WHITE CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED __________________     ENVELOPE # ______________________ 
 

Please place order in offering plate or mail to the church office 
100 Chapel View Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601 

 
DEADLINE FOR ORDERS—OCTOBER 20, 2024 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH          September/ October 2024 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 
 

 
Services of Holy Communion:  

Summer Hours Sunday 9:30am 
 

Fall Hours Start on Rally Day Sept 8th 
Sunday 10:15am 

 
Paul Gruesu, Pastor  pastorpaul7@yahoo.com  

Secretary: Amy Repak stmatthiassecretary@gmail.com 
Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


