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A NEWSLETTER FROM ST. MATTHIAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.com 

May & June 2026 

In the month of May, we’ll 
be celebrating 2 persons 
receiving their Holy 
Baptism, and 2 persons 
graduating from high 

school.  Baptism sounds like a 
beginning.  Graduation sounds like an ending.  But, 
as I’m sure you know, that’s not entirely true.  God 
claims us as His children before we reach the 
Baptismal Font, and graduation from high school is 
often the beginning of further education. 
 

One interesting question is… what is the highest 
level a Christian can achieve in the Lutheran 
Church?  Is it Confirmation, where we affirm and 
claim the Baptismal promises our parents made for 
us so long ago?  Is it going to seminary and 
becoming a Lutheran Pastor?  Or how about being 
elected as the Bishop of our Synod, or even as our 
churchwide Bishop? 
 

One of our retired Bishops asked me this question 
when I was in seminary, and I didn’t know the 
answer.  And he simply replied, “The highest level a 
Christian can achieve in the Lutheran Church is the 
Baptized Christian”.   
 

In Holy Baptism, God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit claims us as His very own child, delivers us 
from sin and death, and raises us to new life in Jesus 
Christ.  We are also united with all the baptized into 
the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life 
of the world.   
 

If God does all that in Holy Baptism, what else could 
we possibly achieve?!  Baptism isn’t just a simple 
rite we perform to welcome someone into the church 
family as a “junior member”.  Baptism is a sign of 
God’s love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness that lasts 
with us through our whole life, until our Baptism is 
completed in our earthly death, where God’s promise 
of eternal life with Him is then realized.   

 

As we journey together in a life of faith in Jesus, 
let’s remember that we’re all equal in the eyes of 
God, as His children, and we’re all called to join 
together as the body of Christ to love our 
neighbors and tell them the good news of Jesus, so 
that they, too, can join us as God’s children in the 
world.  Thanks be to God for that amazing gift! 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Paul 
 

On May 3rd, Leslie Rigby and 
Ryan Ashley will be welcomed 
into God’s family through the gift 
of Holy Baptism. Please join us 
for this celebration!  

 

Graduation Sunday 
May 31st 

On Sunday, May 31st, we'll 
be recognizing our 2 

graduates from Hempfield 
Area High School:  Anna and 

Maddy Paterno.  We'll be 
recognizing them during 

worship, and having a potluck 
luncheon to celebrate with them following 

worship.  
 

Celebrating New Members 
on May 13st 

Also on May 31st we will be 
celebrating new members joining 
St. Matthias. Immediately after 

worship, we will celebrate with a 
Pot Luck Luncheon. Make sure 

to celebrate with us!  
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May 2026 
May 9, 2026 — 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM 
May 15, 2026 — 11:30 AM to 4:15 PM 
May 16, 2026 — 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM 
May 21, 2026 — 2:30 PM to 8:30 PM 
May 28, 2026 — 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM 
May 29, 2026 — 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
May 30, 2026 — 8:30 AM to 1:15 PM 

 
June 2026 

June 6, 2026 — 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM 
June 12, 2026 — 11:30 AM to 4:15 PM 
June 13, 2026 — 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM 
June 18, 2026 — 2:30 PM to 8:30 PM 
June 20, 2026 — 11:30 AM to 4:15 PM 
June 25, 2026 — 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM 
June 26, 2026 — 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
June 27, 2026 — 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

Blessing of Fields and 
Gardens  

& St. Matthias Community 
Garden – May 3rd  

On May 3rd, we ask that you bring to worship 
with you any plants, flowers, seeds, vegetables, 
or anything else that you’ll be planting this 
summer.  During worship, we’ll place them near 
the altar and offer our thanks to God for all 
things that grow in fields and gardens, and for 
all that God so abundantly provides.  We’ll also 
be asking for God’s blessings on our St. 
Matthias Community Garden as we begin 
planting vegetables to help feed those who are 
hungry.  Please join us in this time of 
celebration and thanksgiving to God! 
 

Pot Luck & Bake Sale– 
May 3rd 

As we celebrate the blessing 
of the fields and gardens 
we’ll also be having a pot 
luck and bake sale to 
celebrate!  All proceeds from 

the bake sale will benefit the Westmoreland 
County Food Bank.  If you’re able, please bring 
something to share for the bake sale and/or 
take some baked goods home with you!  We’ll 
look forward to seeing you there!   
 

Stamp Camp 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Monday of each 

month, Kim Peles is leading a 
fellowship group at St. Matthias 
called “Stamp Camp”. All are 
welcome for fellowship and to 
make personalized greeting cards together, 
which you can use to share God’s love with 
others.  There’s a nominal fee to cover the cost 
of supplies. The dates for May are the 18th & 
the 20th because of Memorial Day. Please 
feel free to contact Kim at (724) 875-0049 for 
more information. 
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May 14-1:00 Meeting will be a Social/Business meeting with 
Lorraine Howell as hostess. 
June  11-1:00 Devotional/Social and Thank offering.  Bobbi 
Oestreicher is our hostess. 
Please note that Tina Weimer has a new email address which is  
tina.weimer@proton.me.   She is also using her cell phone  
724-244-0970.      
 
The Designated Outreach Program of our Synodical Women 
Organization for the year 2026 is  Reagan’s Journey.  The 
purpose of this outreach is to make life better for children with special needs. 
Brochures available on the narthex table. 
 
May 1-2 Southwestern PA Synod Women of the ELCA Convention.  From 
“Memories to New Beginnings.” Isaiah 43:18-19a.  Do not remember the 
former things or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing, now 
it springs forth.” Good Shepherd Lutheran, Greensburg. 
 

Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has started cleaning the church 
with the help of our own members. We certainly would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t 
very hard work. We have a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact Pastor Paul or the 
church office! Thank you! 

MAY   
4 - 9 - Mary Lou Wolff  
18 - 23 - Gayle Kunko 

JUNE   
1 - 6 - Dana Gruesu  
15 - 20 - Terry Frye  
27 - July 4 - Barb Winslow 
 

JULY 
13-18—Lisa Pegg 
27– Aug 1– Bobbi Oestreicher 
 
AUGUST 
10-16– Mary Lou Wolff 
24-29– Gayle Kunko 
 

SEPTEMBER   NOVEMBER 
7-12– Dana Gruesu  9-14– Bobbi Oestreicher 
21—26– Terry Frye  23-28– Mary Lou 
 
OCTOBER   DECEMBER 
12-17– Barb Winslow  7-12— Gayle Kunko 
26-31— Lisa Pegg  21-26-  Dana Gruesu 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING— MARCH 9, 2026 

Devotions were led by Bobbie Oestreicher. President Greg Paterno called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 
Present:  Greg Paterno, Sharon Marks, Gary Sullivan, Pastor Paul, Ryan Winslow, Bobbie Oestreicher, Dave 
Bell.  Also present were Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore and Treasurer, Mike Oestreicher. Motion made by 
Sharon Marks to approve the agenda.  Second by Ryan Winslow.  Motion carried. Motion made by Greg 
Paterno to approve the minutes of the February 9 meeting.  Second by Bobbie Oestreicher.  Motion 
carried. Motion made by Gary Sullivan to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Second by Dave Bell.  Motion 
carried. Pastor’s Report: Pastor conducted a pre-marital counseling session will Jill Baker and Reese Bessel.  He 
made nursing home visits with Jean Kauffman, Lillian Reno, and Virginia Smelzer.  He presided at the funeral 
for Jean Yanos.  Pastor attended a Synod Assembly Planning meeting  and our Synod’s Ministerium meeting via 
Zoom.  Pastor led worship at Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Greensburg on February 19 for their noon 
Lenten worship service.  He continues to lead Holden Evening prayer worship services on Wednesday evenings 
followed by an adult bible study.  Communications: None Concerns: None 

Committee Reports 

Worship and Music: The committee will meet on March 25 to plan the Easter and Pentecost seasons.   The 
homily topic for Wednesday Holden Evening Prayer is “Old Testament Prophets”.       
Christian Education and Youth:    Pastor Paul is leading an adult Bible Study on Wednesday evenings.  The topic 
is “King David and the Old Testament Prophets”. 
Stewardship:  No new information. Fellowship: No new information.   
Evangelism and Social Ministry:  Bags for’ Food 2 Go 4 Kids “were delivered on March 5.  Collection of ‘Let’s 
Make a Lenten Meal” ministry is underway.  Collection of non-perishable food items, hygiene products, and 
paper products will be delivered to the Blackburn Center.  All donations are due on March 22.      
Finance:  No new information 

Property:  The committee met on March 8.  Spring Clean-up Day is scheduled for April 18 at 9:00am. 
Cleaning Committee:  No new information. 
Community Garden:      No new information. 
Women of the ELCA:  The women will meet on Thursday March 12 at 1 pm. 
Old Business 

2026 Parochial Reports have been submitted.  A special thank you to Mary Lou Wolff for obtaining the 
necessary information from the new database.    
Dave Bell will conduct the internal audit during the 2nd quarter of 2026.    
St Matthias is recruiting 2 voting members to attend the Synod Assembly on June 12-13 at Penn 
West.  Expenses are paid through the 2026 budget.  Registration begins March 15 and ends on May 15.    
New Business 

Motion made by Pastor Paul to change the dates of upcoming 2026 council meetings  The July meeting will 
be held on July 6.  The October meeting will be held on October 5.  Second by Sharon Marks.  Motion 
carried.   Pastor Paul and the Property Committee have revised the “Request for Use of Church Facilities” 
form.  Motion by Greg Paterno to approve the revised form.  Second by Ryan Winslow.  Motion carried. 
Motion made by Greg Paterno to approve the request for use of the Fellowship Hall by the Cub Scouts in 
Greensburg on Tuesday evenings during the school year.   Second by Gary Sullivan.  Motion carried. Dates for 
CPR classes were reviewed.  
The calendar and worship assistants were reviewed. The date of the next meeting will be April 13,2026 at 7pm 
via Zoom Devotions will be led by Sharon Marks. Motion made by Sharon Marks to adjourn.  Second by Ryan 
Winslow.  Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, Sharon Marks 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES-  April 13, 2026 

Devotions were led by Sharon Marks.  President Greg Paterno called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. In 
attendance:  Greg Paterno, Sharon Marks, Gary Sullivan, Pastor Paul, Ryan Winslow, Bobbie Oestreicher, Dave 
Bell.  Also in attendance was Financial Secretary Eliot Moore, and Treasurer Mike Oestreicher. Motion made by 
Ryan Winslow to approve the agenda.  Second by Sharon Marks.  Motion carried. Motion  made by Greg Paterno 
to approve the minutes of the March 9 meeting.  Second by Bobbie Oestreicher.  Motion carried. Motion made 
by Gary Sullivan to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Second by Dave Bell.  Motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor held a second pre-marital counseling session.  He made nursing home visits with Jean 
Kauffman, Lillian Reno, Virginia Smeltzer, and Alycefaye Stewart.  He attended a Synod Assembly Planning 
meeting and our Synod’s Ministerium meeting via Zoom.  Pastor led Lenten worship on Wednesday evenings 
with Holden Evening Prayer followed by an adult Bible Study.  Pastor led devotions at our Synod’s Council 
meeting held at St. Matthias. Communications:  Chuck Vita reported that the musical keyboard stopped working 
and requested the purchase of a new one.  Financial Secretary Eliot Moore suggested that funds from the 
memorial fund targeted for music be used to purchase a new one.  The purchase was made in March with 
monies from the memorial fund and budgeted Music Supplies. Concerns  None 

Committee Reports 

Worship and Music:  The committee met on March 25 to Plan the Easter and Pentecost seasons.  
Christian Education and Youth:  An Adult Bible Study was completed on Wednesday nights during Lent.  The First 
Holy Communion class has been postponed until fall. 
Stewardship:  No new information. Fellowship:  Upcoming events and celebrations are being planned. 
Evangelism and Social Ministry:  Bags for ” Food 2 Go 4 Kids”  were delivered on March 31.  As part of our “Let’s 
Make a Lenten Meal”  ministry 30 bags of supplies were delivered to the Blackburn Center in Greensburg. 
Finance:  No new information.  
Property:  The committee met on March 8 to discuss Spring clean-up Day .   
Cleanup Day will be held on April 18.  The loose fascia caused by high winds was repaired. 
Cleaning Committee:  No new information. 
Community Garden:  Open House will be held on April 18 at 1:00pm. 
Women of the ELCA:  A Social/Business meeting will be held on May 14 at 1:00pm.  A Devotional/Social and 
Thank offering will be held on June 11 at 1:00pm.  The designated Outreach Program of our Synodical Women’s 
Organization for 2026 is Reagan’s Journey, a program that targets the needs of special needs children.  The 
Southwestern PA Synod Women of the ELCA Convention will be held May 1-2. 
Old Business  -Dave Bell is currently conducting the internal audit.  
Voting members are being recruited fo the SWPA Synod Assembly which will be held from June 12-13 at Penn 
West California University.  Please see Pastor Paul if interested. 
New Business—Motion  made by Sharon Marks to provide Andrew Harrold $100 from the Seminary student 
account to help cover the cost of a Lutheran Disaster Response Mission Trip to North Carolina from May 3-
9.  Second by Gary Sullivan.  Motion carried. Gary Sullivan constructed a spreadsheet to compare the cost to St. 
Matthias for use of the Fellowship Hall compared to monies received  Cost and receipts were comparable. 
Council discussed who should review the background checks required of multiple  staff and members of St 
Matthias. A teller sheet was reviewed for the purpose of discussing entry of on-line giving.  Pastor Paul’s 
vacation schedule was reviewed. Additional CPR requested dates were reviewed.  
The calendar and Worship Assistants for May and June were reviewed. The next meeting will be held on 
Monday, May 11, 2026, at 7:00pm via Zoom. Devotions will be led by Greg Paterno 

Motion by Gary Sullivan to adjourn.  Second by Dave Bell.  The meeting adjourned at 7:48pm. 
Respectfully Submitted, Sharon Marks 
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Prayer List 
Welcome Home Homeless Shelter 
Kim Thomas      Friend of Dana Gruesu 
Terri    Friend of Lindsay Gruesu 
Emma    Friend of Lindsay Gruesu 
Aurora        Friend of Pam Sullivan 
Matt Frye              Son of Jim and Terri Frye 
Virginia Smeltzer                  Member 
Jesus Garcia          Friend of Deb Adams 
Montserrat Segovia        Friend of Deb Adams 
Frank              friend of Bob Wolff  
Danny Sindorf                      relative of Sue Spillar 
Teri Jordanhaze            friend of Sue Spillar 
Sue Spillar       member 
Karin McQuigg             friend of Sue Spillar 
Jackie    Linda Wasilowski’s friend 
Lisa Dalena     relative of Darla Dalena 
Len Mulheren            Friend of Lisa Pegg 
Melissa Hanlon   Dana Gruesu’s Coworker 
Carol Garlow  Sister in Law of Linda Wasilowski  
Ross Sano            Jeff Sano’s Brother 
Larry Saylor     Dana Gruesu’s Cousin 
Glenda Rosendahl    Member 
Valetta Bradosky    Member 
Loretta         Pam Sullivan’s Mom 
Bob Ferrier     Member 
Andrea Petrill                  Member 
Eric Hohman              friend of Paul and Dana Gruesu 
Alycefaye Stewart    Member 
Larry Slicker   Darla Dalena’s Brother 
Evelyn Malinish    Member 
Ron & Carol Bowman              Keith Bowman’s 
              brother and sister in law 
Lorraine Howell    Member 
Barry Santavy                 Member 

 

To contact the prayer 
chain, please call Tina 
Weimer at   
724-244-0970 or email her 
at  tina.weimer@proton.me  
PRAYING is the first of 
our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up 

in this way so that all may remember these folks who are 
in some way related to St. Matthias Lutheran Church.  We 
appreciate this opportunity to inform you of an active 
ministry going on throughout our congregation on a daily 
basis.  Remember these brothers and sisters in Christ in 
your prayers. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Myles Marnell  May 2 
Tina Weimer    May 3 
Anthony Blankenship May 8 
Gregory Ferrier  May 8 

Christie Conte   May 11 
Joseph Gruesu  May 12 
Debra Adams  May 15 
Jessie Winslow  May 23 
Don Ohr   May 23 
John Weimer   May 28 
Newton Santavy  May 31 
Ashley Smallwood  May 31 

 
Nicole & Michael Oestreicher   May 3 
Diane & Timothy Dominick   May 9 

Linda & Ray Wasilowski   May 14 
April & Benjamin Blankenship  May 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leo McEliece June 1 
Barry Santavy June 1 
Eryn Johnston June 2 
Joan Wilson  June 5 
Wayne Himler June 9 

Jamel Glanton June 12 
Robert Kunko June 17 
Peggy Bell  June 17 
Michael Moff  June 18 
Kevin Lightner  June 21 
Evelyn Malinish June 21 
Nicholas Santavy June 23 
Brian Sindorf  June 26 
Wynslow Santavy June 26 

 
David & Bobbie Santavy  June 27 
Robert & Gayle Kunko  June 18 
James & Teri Frye   June 30 

 
 

mailto:tina.weimer@proton.me
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH                           May/ June 2026 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.com 
 
 
 

Services of Holy Communion:  
Sunday 10:00 am  

 
 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor  pastorpaul7@yahoo.com  
Secretary: Amy Repak stmatthiassecretary@gmail.com 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


