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A NEWSLETTER FROM ST. MATTHIAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 

March/April 2024 

 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to come and worship with us 
during Holy Week at St. Matthias.  Please feel 

free to call Pastor Paul with any questions.  
  

Sunday, March 24  
Palm Sunday Worship at 10:15am  
(Includes Holy Communion, the Blessing of 
the Palms, a Cross Procession, & the 
Passion Gospel Reading in play format) 
 

Thursday, March 28            
Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00pm 
 

Friday, March 29           
Good Friday Worship at 7:00pm 
 

Saturday, March 30            
Easter Vigil Time and Location TBD 
 

Sunday, March 31        
Easter Sunday Worship at 10:15am  

 
 

Just a reminder 
The church email was 
updated about a year ago, 
so please make sure you 
are using 

pastorpaul7@yahoo.com for Pastor Paul  
and stmatthiassecretary@gmail.com for Amy 
at the church office. Please delete the old 
emails from your contacts to avoid confusion. 
Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you feel run down, 
anxious, overworked, 
stressed, overtired, or 
downright frazzled?  Maybe 
a trip to the gym, the spa, or 

a nice hike in the woods might help to clear your 
mind.  Another great opportunity is what we refer to 
as “Holy Week”:  the week leading up to Easter 
Sunday (including Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday).  How would going 
to worship during Holy Week be anything like going 
to the gym, the spa, or the great outdoors? 
Holy Week is a time where we immerse ourselves in 
2 major questions that define our identity:  who is 
God?, and who are we?  Rather than just “existential 
thinking”, worship during Holy Week allows us to 
step back from all of the worries and stress of our 
everyday life, and re-center ourselves on our identity, 
both individually and collectively.  And we do so in a 
way that invites us to face all of our daily 
responsibilities (at home, at work, and everywhere 
we go) with an entirely new viewpoint.  In fact, when 
Jesus shared that message with people over 2000 
years ago, it completely changed their lives, and 
freed them from so many of the hardships they were 
facing.  And that message does the same for us today 
as well. 
If you like feeling run down, anxious, overworked, 
stressed, overtired, or downright frazzled, I’d advise 
you don’t come to worship during Holy Week.  
Otherwise, you might walk away with a completely 
new viewpoint, and find yourself with more joy and 
peace than you’d ever imagined.  But if you want to 
find the joy and peace that only God can provide, we 
invite you to join us for worship.  This message isn’t 
just for you.  It’s also for your neighbors, friends, co-
workers, and anyone else who’s feeling 
overwhelmed.  At Jesus’ table, all are welcome.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 
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Community Garden 
Hello gardeners,    I just 
received our total for 2023 
to the Westmoreland 
County Food Bank. We 
had our second best year 
at 1366 lbs of produce. I 
would like to thank everyone who donated 
produce to the food bank.  Our best year was 
2020 at 1458 lbs. just a reminder to have your 
garden cleaned out by the end of the year so we 
can fertilize and plow in the spring. If you need to 
dispose of your plastic just roll it up and put it 
down by the churches mailbox for Monday 
morning pick up. Also remove all your large rocks 
and stakes. Thank you again for participating in 
the community garden. I will be in touch with 
everyone in January or February. If you do not 
want to participate next year let me know as soon 
as possible because we do have a waiting list for 
garden spots. The open house will be Saturday 
April 13 2024.   Thank you Fred Oestreicher 412-
558-7052 or 724-836-8228  

 

Stamp Camp 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Monday of each 

month, Kim Peles is leading a 
fellowship group at St. Matthias 
called “Stamp Camp”. All are 

welcome for fellowship and to make personalized 
greeting cards together, which you can use to 
share God’s love with others.  There’s a nominal 
fee to cover the cost of supplies.  Please feel free 
to contact Kim at (724) 875-0049 
for more information. 

 
Thank you to all those who 

contributed to our "Souper Bowl of 
Caring" ministry on February 11th. 

We collected $281 for the 
Westmoreland County Food Bank.   

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to SPRING FORWARD your 
clocks on March 10th! 

 

 

 
 

. 
 

Wednesday Evenings in Lent  
During the season of Lent, come and join us 
for food, worship, and Bible study as you’re 
able!  All are welcome, so please invite your 
neighbors and friends!  

 The schedule is as follows: 
March 6: 
5:45pm Soup Supper 
7:00pm Holden Evening Prayer 
7:30pm Adult Bible Study 
March 13: 
7:00pm Holden Evening Prayer 
7:30pm Adult Bible Study 
March 20: 
5:45pm Soup Supper 
7:00pm Holden Evening Prayer 

 
Adult Bible Study on 
Wednesday nights  

During the season of Lent, 
Pastor Paul will be leading an 
Adult Bible Study on 
Wednesday nights at 

7:30pm.  All are welcome to attend, and no 
previous Bible experience is required!  
Please feel free to contact Pastor Paul with 
any questions.  The dates of the classes are:  
March 6 & 13 beginning at 7:30pm each 
night.   
If the Adult Bible Study class would like to 
meet for additional sessions, Pastor Paul will 
be happy to do so.  We’ll look forward to 
seeing you! 

 
Let’s Make A Lenten Meal 
Our tradition at St. Matthias has 

been to “Make a Lenten Meal” for 
people in need. We are collecting 

nonperishable food items for those 
sheltered by the Blackburn Center in 

Greensburg. Items will be collected through 
March 17th. If you have any questions, please 

contact Pastor Paul at (724) 837-6212.  
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Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has started cleaning the church 
with the help of our own members. We certainly would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t 
very hard work. We have a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact Pastor Paul or the 
church office! Thank you! 
March: 
11 - 16 - Valetta Brodsky, Mary Lou & Bob Wolff 
25 - 30 - Valetta Bradosky, Gayle & Bob Kunko 
April: 
 8 - 13 - Valetta Bradosky, Dana Gruesu  
22- 27 - Valetta Bradosky, Teri & Jim Frye 
May: 
 6 - 11 - Valetta Bradosky, Barb Winslow 
20 - 25 - Valetta Bradosky, Lisa Pegg 
June: 
 3 - 8 - Valetta Bradosky, Bobbi Oestreicher  
17 - 13 - Valetta Bradosky, Mary Lou & Bob Wolff 
July: 
 8 - 13 - Valetta Bradosky, Gayle & Bob Kunko 
22 - 27 - Valetta Bradosky, Dana Gruesu  
August: 
 5 - 10 - Valetta Bradosky, Teri & Jim Frye 

19 - 24 - Valetta Bradosky, Barb Winslow 
September: 
 2 -  7 - Valetta Bradosky, Lisa Pegg 
16 - 21 - Valetta Bradosky, Bobbi Oestreicher  
30 - Oct. 5 - Valetta Bradosky. Mary Lou & Bob 
Wolff 
October: 
14 - 19 - Valetta Bradosky, Gayle & Bob Kunko 
28 - Nov. 2 - Valetta Bradosky, Dana Gruesu  
November: 
11 - 16 - Valetta Bradosky, Teri & Jim Frye 
25 - 30 - Valetta Bradosky, Barb Winslow  
December: 
 2 -  7 - Valetta Bradosky, Lisa Pegg  
16 - 21 - Valetta Bradosky, Bobbi Oestreicher  
 

 

 



 

 

The View                  March/April 2024                                Page 4 

 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

January 8, 2024 

Devotions were led by Sharon Marks. Pastor Paul presided over the election of Church Council 
Officers.  Elected for 2024 were:  President- Bob Wolff, Vice President – Ryan Winslow, and Secretary – Fred 
Oestreicher.President Bob Wolff called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm. In Attendance: Bob Wolff, Ryan 
Winslow, Fred Oestreicher, Pastor Paul, Lisa Pegg, Greg Paterno, and Sharon Marks.  Also in attendance were 
Treasurer, Eldora Christ and Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore. Agenda: Motion made by Sharon Marks to 
approve the agenda.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried. December Minutes: Motion made by 
Fred Oestreicher to approve the minutes.  Second by Lisa Pegg.  Motion carried. Treasurer’s Report: Motion 
made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Second by Bob Wolff.  Motion carried.  
Annual Financial Summary: The Annual Financial Summary was presented by Eliot Moore.  Motion made by 
Ryan Winslow to approve the report.  Second by Bob Wolff.  Motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Paul made nursing home visits with Jean Kauffman and Don Ohr.  He made a 
hospital visit with Lou Jean Bishop and home visits with Glenda Rosendahl and Mike Hrycyk.  Pastor 
participated in the funeral for Mike Hrycyk at St. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ambridge.  He 
attended the Women of the ELCA Christmas luncheon and a Synod Assembly Planning Committee 
meeting.  He continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for 
approximately 5 hours per week. 
Communications: Secretary, Amy Repak will be on vacation February 9-16.  A request for use of the 
Fellowship Hall on February 10 was discussed.  Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve use of the 
hall.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried. Concerns: None 

Committee Reports were presented 

Old Business 

Church Safety Policies and Procedures: No new information 

Reception of New Members: Five persons have requested to join St. Matthias as new members and will be 
received during worship on January 28. 
Annual Reports: All committee reports have been submitted.   
Annual Meeting Part 2: The purpose and agenda for the Annual Meeting Part 2 to be held on January 21 
were reviewed. 
New Business 

Donation Request: Chuck Vita has requested approval to accept a donation of an organ by Doris McDonnell 
for use in the Choir Room.  Motion to approve the donation request was made by Fred Oestreicher.  Second by 
Ryan Winslow.  Motion carried. 
2024 Parochial Reports (forms A,B, & C): Parochial Reports will be completed and submitted to the Synod 
and The Churchwide office by Pastor Paul and Eliot Moore by the February 15th deadline. 
Annual Contribution Statements &Thrivent Choice Dollars: Statements will be prepared and placed in the 
narthex.  Statements not picked up will be mailed out at the end of January. 
Committees and Council Liaisons: The list of committees and liaisons was reviewed and vacancies were 
filled. 
Internal Audit: Mary Lou Wolff has graciously agreed to provide an internal audit.  Motion made by Sharon 
Marks to approve Mary Lou Wolff to perform the internal audit.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried. 
Council reviewed the Calendar and Worship Assistants for February. The date of the next meeting will be 
Monday February 12, 2024, at 7:pm via Zoom.  Devotions will be led by Fred Oestreicher. Motion made by 
Sharon Marks to adjourn.  Second by Bob Wolff. Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Marks 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

FEBRUARY 12, 2024  

Devotions were led by Fred Oestreicher.  President Bob Wolff called the meeting to order at 7:08 

pm.  In Attendance: Bob Wolff, Ryan Winslow, Fred Oestreicher, Pastor Paul, Lisa Pegg, 

Greg  Paterno, and Sharon Marks. Also in attendance were Financial Secretary Eliot Moore 

and  Treasurer Eldora Crist.  Agenda: Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve the amended 

agenda to include  approval of the minutes from the Congregational meeting Part II. Second by 

Fred  Oestreicher. Motion carried.  January 8 Minutes: Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve 

the minutes. Second by  Ryan Winslow. Motion carried.  Congregational Meeting Minutes: Motion 

made by Lisa Pegg to approve the minutes with  the amended date of January 20. Second by Bob 

Wolff. Motion carried. Treasurer’s Report: Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the 

amended report.  Second by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Pastor’s Report: Pastor made home 

visits with John and Glenda Rosendahl, Barb Fink,  and Alycefaye Stewart and Joe Welling. He 

made hospital visits with Joe Gruesu and  Virginia Turner and a nursing home visit with Joann 

Dowing. He attended a Synod  Assembly Planning Committe meeting and the Synod’s Pastoral 

meeting a Rodef Shalom  Synagogue in Pittsburgh. He conducted a 2nd premarital counseling 

session. He continues  to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepard approximately 5 hours per 

week.   

Communications: None Concerns: None 

Committee Reports were presented. 

Old Business  

Church Safety Policies and Procedures: No new information.  

Reception of New Members: Five persons joined St Matthias as new members on 

January  28th. They are Gary and Pam Sullivan, Nancy Farrell, Enola Erdly, and Glenda Rosendahl.  

2024 Parochial Reports: Pastor and Eliot will submit the forms by the March 1st deadline. 

Annual Contribution Statements: Statements were placed in the Narthex. 

Thrivent  Choice Dollar recipients received a thank you letter. Statements not picked up 

were  mailed.  

Council Roster, Committees, Council Liaisons: Information was reviewed.  

Internal Audit: Mary Lou Wolff continues to conduct the audit. She expects to finalize 

the  report by the end of February.  

New Business  

Pastor’s Vacation: Council reviewed the proposed vacation schedule for Pastor Paul 

for  2024.  

July Council Meeting: The July Council Meeting will be moved to July 15 th. 

CPR Dates: Dates for CPR classes held at the church were reviewed. Council 

reviewed the Calendar and Worship Assistants for March.  

The date of the next meeting will be Monday March 11, 2024 at 7:00 pm via 

Zoom.  Devotions will be led by Greg Paterno.  

Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to adjourn the meeting Second by Sharon M 

arks.  Motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm.   

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Marks 
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         March 21, 2024    St. Matthias Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will meet in 
the fellowship hall at 1:00. Tina Weimer is hostess. 
This is a date change. 
          April 11, at 1:00     Ladies will  meet.                                        
Vicki Georges and Darla Dalena are our               
hostesses. Program booklets are available in the 
narthex.   

 

Special thanks to all who attended the Chr istmas Luncheon at Lakeview.  There were 
20 that attended.  Chuck Vita played Christmas music for us and after the luncheon we had a 
sing along.  Thank you VaLetta for making the arrangements. 
Zoom Meeting– March 2, Saturday, Let’s Go Fishing Mark 1:17.  Information on the 
bulletin board with Zoom ID and password. 
The Designated Outreach Program of our Synodical Women Organization for the year 2024  
is St. Peter’s Lutheran Church after school program in Evans City, PA.  They provide a safe 
place for children.  All children are entitled to respect, caring and compassion and will be 
treated equally.  

The Congregation of St. Matthias is invited to participate in this ministry. Items will be 
collected after Easter starting the first Sunday in April.  Items are paper  cups, Kleenex, 
toilet paper, paper plates, disinfecting wipes, board games, construction paper, craft supplies, 
small items from the Dollar Store like candy, Gatorade, craft items, games, etc. If you are un-
able to shop the Ladies of Welca will shop for you.  

 
 
 

March  
Saturday, Mar. 2 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Thursday, Mar. 7 3:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.  
Saturday, Mar. 16 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Mar. 21 5:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  
Saturday, Mar. 30 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

April  
Saturday, Apr. 6 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Thursday, Apr. 11 3:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 
Thursday, Apr. 18 5:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  
Saturday, Apr. 20 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
Saturday, Apr. 27 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

May  
Saturday, May 4 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Thursday, May 9 5:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  
Saturday, May 18 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
Saturday, May 25 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Thursday, May 30 2:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  

June  
Saturday, June 8 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Thursday, June 13 5:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  
Saturday, June 15 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
Saturday, June 29 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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Prayer List 
Chase Yates     Keith & Carol Bowman great grandson 
Jesse Evans                                 Darla Dalena’s friend 
Greg Ferrier     Member 
Arleen Hawk              friend of the congregation 
Garrett Riggs        friend of Vicki Georges 
Bryan Tomko       friend of Vicki Georges 
Chris Thorpe       friend of Vicki Georges 
John Rosendahl     husband of Glenda Rosendahl 
Bud Barth -            friend of Linda and Ray Wasilowski 
Tom             Friend of Lisa Pegg 
Joshua    Pam Sullivan’s Grandson 
Frank Kuzin   Mary Lou Wolff’s Brother 
Joe Gruesu     Member 
Virginia Turner     Member 
Annette Benedict    Member 
Joan Downing     Member 
Vicki Georges     Member 
Denny Schiffer              friends of Georges 
Wendy Gorman             friends of Georges 
Kaylee Brattina              friends of Georges 
Larry Slicker     Brother of Darla Dalena 
Shirley Navaroli       Friend of Darla Dalena 
Debra Brunkin                         Friend of Barb Fink  
Harry Miller     Member 
Susan Spillar     Member 
Lou Jean Bishop    Member 
Diane Coumos             Joe Gruesu’s Niece 
Carol Garlow    Linda & Ray Wasilowski’s Sister in Law 
Joe Welling           Friend of Alycefaye Stewart 
Ross Sano            Jeff Sano’s Brother 
Alycefaye Stewart      Member 
Evelyn Malinish                              Member 
Craig               Dana Gruesu’s Coworker 
Richard Bell           Brother of Dave Bell 
Ron & Carol Bowman- Keith Bowman’s brother and sister 
in law      
Teri Pappas       Vicki Georges sister 
Lorraine Howell                                Member 
Pastor Fred Heitzenroder   Member 
Barry Santavy     Member 
Ted Wohlin     Member 

To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Petrill    March 4 
 Benton Blankenship  March 5 
 Jennifer Lightner  March 5 
 Lynn Ann Kemerer  March 5 
 Jamie Paterno   March 11 
 Kyle Hart   March 11 
 Susan Rothrauff  March 12 
 John Weimer   March 15 
 Bobbie Oestreicher  March 18 
 Justin Ferrier   March 20 
 Alex Cook   March 23 
 Leo McEliece   March 25 
 Ronald Kauffman  March 26 
 Travis Dominick  March 30 
 

Todd & Teresa Frye  March 6 
Jeffrey & Jennifer Sano    March 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alex Santavy   April 4 
Pastor Gruesu  April 7 
Cooper Frye   April 7 

Alyse Lightner  April 11 
Teri Frye   April 11 
Sally Brier   April 12 
Rachel Harmatz  April 13 
John Wohlin Jr  April 15 
Terry Yeargers  April 17 
Theresa Santavy  April 18 
Geraldine Lohmeyer April 20 
Susan Spillar   April 20 
Lisa Pegg   April 21 
April Blankenship  April 22 
Michael Schmitt  April 26 
Anastasia Moore  April 29 

 
Alex & Maryann Himler  April 7 
Jamie & Greg Paterno  April 7 

Don & Jean Kauffman  April 10 
Robert & Nancy Ferrier  April 21 
Leo & Dana McEliece  April 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Amount Enclosed ___________ AT $8 EACH 

Your name  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Given in Memory of _________________________________________________________________  

     Honor of ___________________________________________________________________

  

To The Glory of God _________________________________________________________________ 

 Please indicate how many   LILIES ____ TULIPS ____  MUMS _____ 

            Will pick up flowers ______  Give to Shut-Ins ______    Plant my flowers at the church ________ 

 I would like to make a Donation To: ________________________________________________ 

Order your Easter Flowers 

This year we will have EASTER LILIES, TULIPS, AND MUMS TO 
adorn the Chancel at Easter.  The cost will be $8 for each 6 ” pot and 

orders must be received by March 17th, 2024 
Please complete this form and enclose your payment. Return to Church 
Office.  Make checks payable to St. Matthias Lutheran Church. 
 
Please complete this form and enclose your payment. 

 
Amount Enclosed ___________ AT $8 EACH 

Your name  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Given in Memory of _________________________________________________________________  

     Honor of ___________________________________________________________________

  

To The Glory of God _________________________________________________________________ 

 Please indicate how many   LILIES ____ TULIPS ____  MUMS _____ 

            Will pick up flowers ______  Give to Shut-Ins ______    Plant my flowers at the church ________ 

 I would like to make a Donation To: ________________________________________________ 

Order your Easter Flowers 

This year we will have EASTER LILIES, TULIPS, AND MUMS TO 
adorn the Chancel at Easter.  The cost will be $8 for each 6 ” pot and 

orders must be received by March 17th, 2024 
Please complete this form and enclose your payment. Return to Church 
Office.  Make checks payable to St. Matthias Lutheran Church. 
 
Please complete this form and enclose your payment. 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH                       March/April 2024 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 
 

Services of Holy Communion:  
Sunday 10:15am 

 
SPECIAL SERVICES: 

Palm Sunday, March 24, Sunday 10:15am 
Maundy Thursday, March 28, Thursday 7:00pm 

Good Friday, March 29, Friday 7:00pm 
Easter Sunday, March 31, Sunday 10:15am 

 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor  pastorpaul7@yahoo.com  
Secretary: Amy Repak stmatthiassecretary@gmail.com 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


