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A NEWSLETTER FROM ST. MATTHIAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.com 

May & June 2025 

May and June… means 
we’ll be celebrating 
Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day, and remembering all of 
the love and sacrifices 

Mothers and Fathers make for their children.  We can 
think of God’s love and sacrifices for us, His 
children, in the same way.   
 

While we recognize the Trinity as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, we remember that Jesus also referred to 
Himself in motherly terms as well.  For example, 
when Jesus mourns the fact that His own children, 
Israel, in His holy city, Jerusalem, have rejected Him, 
He says, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the 
prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How 
often would I have gathered your children together as 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
would not!”  (Matthew 23:37)  Jesus compares God’s 
love for His children to a mother hen who 
instinctively, and fiercely, wants to gather and defend 
her brood.  And imagine the heartache the mother 
hen would feel if her chicks reject her and won’t let 
her do so!   
 

We’ve also hear God speak of Himself “Like an 
eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, 
spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them 
on its pinions” (Deuteronomy 32:11)  This imagery 
of a mother eagle protecting her young by “hovering 
over” them is also used to describe the Holy Spirit in 
Genesis “the Spirit of God was “hovering over” the 
face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:2)  And that same 
verb is also used to describe the Passover.  When 
telling them about the Passover, God says to Moses 
and Aaron, “The blood shall be a sign for you, upon 
the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you 
to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt.” (Exodus 12:13)  This is often interpreted as 
God “skipping over” those houses with the blood on 
the lintel and doorposts and, in effect, sparing them 

from death.  However, another interpretation is 
that God will “hover over” those houses, like a 
mother eagle protects her young by “hovering 
over” them with her wings.  In that case, God isn’t 
“skipping over” those houses; God is “hovering 
over” them, and not allowing death to harm 
them.  In the same way, when Jesus goes to the 
cross, we can see Him spreading His wings, like a 
mother bird, on the cross, and “hovering over” us, 
to protect us from the powers of sin and death, and 
His willingness to die, rather than let any harm or 
evil befall us.   
 

As we celebrate Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, 
let’s also remember all the ways that God has 
loved us and sacrificed Himself for us, His 
children, in ways that are like both a loving father 
and mother.  And knowing that God’s love goes 
beyond anything we can possibly 
imagine.  Thanks be to God! 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 

 
 

St. Matthias Spring Cleanup 
Day  

Saturday, May the 3rd 
Our church's Spring Cleanup Day 
has been scheduled for Saturday, 

May the 3rd,  from 9am - 12 noon.  If we can 
have a good attendance, we can complete 
our work quickly and not put too much burden 
on any one person.  With that in mind, any 
and all available men, women, and children 
are welcomed and encouraged to come along 
and help us with cleaning, repairing, and 
beautifying God's house.  Please feel free to 
bring along work gloves, wheelbarrows, 
rakes, and any tools that you may have that 
could be helpful in our work.  We'll look 
forward to seeing you there! 

The Property Committee 
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MAY 

05/03 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

05/09 11:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

05/10 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

05/15 2:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

05/17 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

05/31 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

  

JUNE 

06/07 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

06/13 11:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

06/14 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM 

06/21 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

06/26 5:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

06/28 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Summer Worship 
Schedule 

As school comes to a 
finish, Sunday morning 
worship time will change 

to 9:30 am on June 1st for the summer.  
 
 

Blessing of Fields and 
Gardens  

& St. Matthias Community 
Garden – June 29th  

During the weekend of June 29th, we ask that 
you bring to worship with you any plants, 
flowers, seeds, vegetables, or anything else 
that you’ll be planting this summer.  During 
worship, we’ll place them near the altar and 
offer our thanks to God for all things that grow 
in fields and gardens, and for all that God so 
abundantly provides.  We’ll also be asking for 
God’s blessings on our St. Matthias Community 
Garden as we begin planting vegetables to help 
feed those who are hungry.  Please join us in 
this time of celebration and thanksgiving to 
God! 
 

Pot Luck & Bake 
Sale– June 29th 

As we celebrate the 
blessing of the fields and 
gardens we’ll also be 
having a pot luck and 
bake sale to celebrate!  All proceeds from 
the bake sale will benefit the Westmoreland 
County Food Bank.  If you’re able, please bring 
something to share for the bake sale and/or 
take some baked goods home with you!  We’ll 
look forward to seeing you there!   

 

Stamp Camp 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Monday of 

each month, Kim Peles is 
leading a fellowship group at St. 
Matthias called “Stamp Camp”. 

All are welcome for fellowship and to make 
personalized greeting cards together, which 
you can use to share God’s love with others.  
There’s a nominal fee to cover the cost of 
supplies. The dates for May are the 28th & the 
29th. Please feel free to contact Kim at (724) 
875-0049 for more information. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

The View                                  May/June 2025                Page  3 

 
 
 
 
 
Our  calendar for the next two months is the following: 
May 3   ”Spring up with God”, St. Paul’s Highfield Lutheran Church, 
Vandergrift . Pa.  Check flyers and notice on bulletin board.   
May 8  Social and small business meeting at 1 in fellowship hall, regular 
offering and card ministry.  
May 30-31, 2025   Southwestern PA Women of the ELCA Convention, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Greensburg, PA.  Theme:  The Lord gives you 
Hope and a Future .  Bible Verse “For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord...To give you hope and a future. 
June 12  Social and small business meeting at 1 in fellowship hall, regular  and 
thank offering plus card ministry. Darla Dalena and Lorraine Howells 
hostesses.  

Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has started cleaning the church 
with the help of our own members. We certainly would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t 
very hard work. We have a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact Pastor Paul or the 
church office! Thank you! 
May: 
12th - 17th - Dana Gruesu  
26th- 31st - Teri and Jim Frye  
June: 
9th - 14th - Barb Winslow 
23rd - 28th - Lisa Pegg 
30th - July 5th - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
July: 
14th - 19th - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff  
28 - Aug. 2nd - Gayle and Bob Kunko 
August: 
11th - 16th - Dana Gruesu  
25th - 30th - Teri and Jim Frye  
September: 
8th - 13 - Barb Winslow 
22nd- 25th - Lisa Pegg 
 

October: 
6th - 11th - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
20th - 25th - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff  
November: 
3rd - 8th - Gayle and Bob Kunko 
17th - 22nd - Dana Gruesu  
December: 
1st. - 6th. - Teri and Jim Frye  
15th. - 20th - Barb Winslow 
29th - January 3rd - Lisa Pegg 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

MARCH 10, 2025  
  

Devotions were led by Sharon Marks. In Attendance: Greg Paterno, Fred Oestreicher, Bob Wolff, Pastor 
Paul, Ryan Winslow, Gary Sullivan, and Sharon Marks.  Absent was Valerie Pratt.  Also in attendance was 
Financial Secretary Eliot Moore and Treasurer Mike Oestreicher.  
 Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve the amended agenda.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion 
carried.  Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the minutes from the February 10 meeting.  Second by 
Greg Paterno.  Motion carried. Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve the Treasurer ’s Report.  Second 
by Gary Sullivan.  Motion carried.  
Pastor’s Report: Pastor made a hospital visit with Don Kauffman and a home visit with Barry 
Santavy.  He attended an Altar Guild meeting and 2 Finance Committee meetings.  He also attended multiple 
Synod Assembly Planning Committee meetings via Zoom. Pastor presided at 2 funerals for non-members 
and led worship at Zion Lutheran Church in Greensburg for the noon service on March 6. Pastor continues to 
serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran church in Greensburg approximately 5 hours per week.  
Communications None  
Concerns: Motion made by Sharon Marks to create a position titled Council Minutes.  This would be a 
voluntary position for a term of one calendar year.  The responsibility of this position is to record, type, and 
distribute minutes of the council meetings and congregational meetings, Second by Bob Wolff.  Motion 
carried.  
Committee Reports were given. 
Old Business  
Database Update and Check signing Procedures The new database is fully functional as of March 1. 
Training has been provided to Mike and Amy.  
Motion made by Sharon Marks to appoint Mary Lou Wolff as the Church 360 Database 
Administrator.  Second by Ryan Winslow.  Motion carried.  Bob Wolff abstained.  
Motion made by Bob Wolff to name the President and Treasurer of Church Council as approved 
signers of handwritten checks. In order to make online banking transactions we have agreed to notify the 
bank that we are requiring only one signature on the checks.  Two back-up members of council will be 
approved to sign checks if the President and/or Treasurer is unavailable. The second signer will initial the 
invoice verifying the check. Second by Fred Oestreicher. Motion carried. Gary Sullivan abstained.  Sharon 
Marks and Gary Sullivan will serve as back-ups.  
Motion made by Gary Sullivan to appoint only the Treasurer and the President of Church Council to 
conduct on-line banking. Second by Fred Oestreicher. Motion carried.  
Motion made by Sharon Marks to appoint Mary Lou Wolff to conduct the monthly bank statement 
reconciliation.  Second by Ryan Winslow.  Motion carried.  Bob Wolff abstained.  
 Parochial Reports were submitted to Synod by Pastor and Eliot Moore on March 9.  
 Motion made by Gary Sullivan to approve the internal audit conducted by and submitted to council 
by Mary Lou Wolff.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried.  Special thanks to Mary Lou.  
 SWPA Synod Assembly will be held on May 17, and June 12-14.  St. Matthias can send 2 voting 
members.  Please contact Pastor if you would like to attend or recommend a member to attend.   
 New Business  
Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve the request from Pastor to purchase new portable 
microphones.  The cost above the budgeted amount will be covered by a private donation.  Second by Fred 
Oestreicher.  Motion carried.  
Motion made by Gary Sullivan to pay for updated background checks for the Financial Secretary, the 
Database Administrator, the Treasurer, the Office Secretary, and the Pastor.  Second by Bob Wolff.  Motion 
carried.  
 Andrew Harrold has requested to lead a series of” Service of the Word” services.  He and Pastor Paul will 
work together to arrange.  
 The Calendar and Worship Assistants were reviewed.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, April 14 
at 7:30 pm via Zoom.  Devotions will be led by Gary Sullivan.  
 Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to adjourn.  Second by Bob Wolff.  The meeting adjourned at 8:42 pm.  
 Respectfully submitted,  
Sharon Marks  
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

APRIL 14, 2025  
  

Devotions were led by Gary Sullivan. In Attendance: Greg Paterno, Fred Oestreicher, Bob Wolff, Pastor 
Paul, Ryan Winslow, Valerie Pratt, Sharon Marks.  Also in attendance was Eliot Moore, Financial Secretary, 
and Mike Oestreicher, Treasurer. President Greg Paterno called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm.  
Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve the agenda.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried.  
Motion made by Gary Sullivan to approve the minutes of the March 10 meeting.  Second by Ryan 
Winslow.  Motion carried. Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to accept the Treasurer ’s Report.  Second by 
Sharon Marks.  Motion carried.  Pastor’s Report: Pastor made nursing home visits with Jean Kauffman 
and Lillian Reno.  He presided at the funeral service for Don Kauffman at St. Matthias and a funeral for a non-
member.  He attended a training session on the new database.  Pastor attended a Synod Assembly Planning 
Committee via Zoom and an in-person Bible Study with Bishop Kusserow at the Holocaust Center Museum at 
Chatham University.  He served as chaplain at the Synod’s Candidacy Committee meeting.  Pastor Paul 
continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd approximately 5 hours per week.  
 Communications: A request was received for use of the Fellowship Hall which needed approval 
before the April meeting.  Council approved use of the Fellowship Hall on April 13 via e-mail vote.  
Concerns: None  
 
Committee Reports  
Worship & Music: The committee met on April 9 to plan for Easter and Pentecost. Holden Evening 
Prayer was held on Wednesday evenings during Lent at 7:00 pm.  
Christian Education & Youth: Pastor led a Bible Study on “Women of the Bible” on Wednesday evenings 
following Holden Evening Prayer.  
Stewardship: No new information.  
Fellowship: A Soup Supper was held on April 9.  
Evangelism & Social Ministry: On April 9, the committee delivered 20 bags of requested items to the 
Blackburn Center as part of the “Let’s Make a Lenten Meal” ministry.  
Finance: Eliot Moore submitted an annual report for corporations as required by The Department of 
State.  
Property: The committee met on March 16.  Spring clean-up will be held on May 3. Discussion continues 
regarding energy saving.  
Cleaning Committee: The committee is looking for additional help.  
Community Garden: An Open House will be held on April 26 at 1:00 pm.  All 24 spots have been 
reserved.    
Women of the ELCA: The women met on April 10.  Up-coming events include a program at St. Paul’s 
Highfield Lutheran Church in Vandergrift on May 3, and a social and business meeting on May 8.  
 
 Old Business  
Database: The new database is in full operation.  All involved personnel have been trained.  
Synod Assembly: Voting members to the assembly are still being recruited.  The dates for Synod 
Assembly are May 17, and June 12-14.  
 

 New Business  
CPR requests for use of the Fellowship Hall were reviewed.  
Phone and Internet: Treasurer, Mike Oestreicher provided information outlining options for phone and 
internet providers. Mike will provide more information.  
Council Meeting dates: Pastor provided a list of dates and times for 2025 Council meetings.  
Pastor’s Vacation: Pastor provided his proposed vacation calendar for Council ’s review.  
 The Calendar and Worship Assistants were reviewed.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 12 
at 7:30 pm via Zoom, Devotions will be led by Ryan Winslow.  
 Motion made by Gary Sullivan to adjourn.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:25 pm.  
 Respectfully submitted,  
Sharon Marks  



 

 

The View                                  May/June 2025                               Page  6 

2025 Mowing Schedule 
 
The following mowing schedule for the 2025 season.  On the dates that you’re assigned, we ask 
that you try to mow toward the end of the week if possible. So that the yard is mowed for the 
weekend.  Feel free to switch with someone if you have a scheduling conflict.  If you have any 
questions or problems please contact the church office at 724-834-2457 or any member of the 
Property Committee.  If you need to buy fuel, fill the red 5 gallon container and give the fuel re-
ceipt to Mike Oestreicher for reimbursement.  If you can’t mow on your week due to weather con-
ditions please make arrangements to help the next scheduled person the following week.  Thank 
you for serving God in this important ministry. 
 
The Property Committee  
 
Dates listed are Monday through Saturday. 
 
Week of: 
April 1 - April 6 - Fred Oestreicher                                 Sept. 1 - Sept. 7 - Jeff Sano 
April 7 - April 13 - Ray Wasilowski                                 Sept. 8 -  Sept. 14 - Dave Bell 
April 14 - April 20 - Andrew Harrold.                              Sept. - 15 - Sept 21 - Eliot Moore 
April 21 - April 27 - Jeff Sano.                                        Sept 22 - Sept - 28 - Jim Frye 
April 28 - May 4 - Gary Sullivan                                     Sept - 29 - Oct. 5 - Bob Wolff 
May 5 - May 11 - Eliot Moore.                                       Oct. 6 - Oct. 12 - Norb Georges 
May 12 - May 18 - Jim Frye.                                          Oct. 13 - Oct. 19 - Brian Hixson 
May 19 - May 25 - Bob Wolff                                         Oct. 20 - Oct. 26 - Mike Oestreicher  
May 26 - Jun 1 - Norb Georges                                     Oct. 27 - Nov. 3 - Fred Oestreicher  
June 2 - June 8 - Brian Hixson 
June 9 - June 15 - Dave Bell 
June 16  - June 22 - Ray Wasilowski  
June 23 - June 29 - Andrew Harrold 
June 30 - July 6 - Jeff Sano 
July 7 - July 13 - Eliot Moore 
July 14 - July 20. - Jim Frye 
July 21. - July 27 Bob Wolff  
July 28 - Aug. 3 - Mike Oestreicher  
Aug. 4 - Aug. 10 - Brian Hixson 
Aug. 11 - Aug 17 - Gary Sullivan  
Aug. 18 - Aug. 24 Ray Wasilowski                               Barb Winslow will help mow if asked. 
Aug. 25 - Aug. 31 Andrew Harrold.  



 

 

The View                                  May/June 2025                Page  7 

Prayer List 
Jessica             Mary Lou Wolff’s Daughter 
Debra Adams     Member 
John Anderson     Friend of Sharon Marks 
Karen Anderson           Friend of the Congregation 
Rick Elliot             Sharon Mark’s Friend 
Larry Salylor       Dana Gruesu’s Cousin 
Jackie        Coworker of Annette Benedict  
Candace   Friend of Mary Lou Wolff 
Valetta Bradosky    Member  
Theresa Frye          Terri Frye’s Daughter in Law 
Glenda Rosendahl    Member 
Tonia               Friend of Annette Benedict 
Leon Moyer             Eldora’s Son in Law 
Carol    Friend of Bernice Gruesu 
Larry             Friend of Terri Frye  
Chase Lawlor        Friend of Tina Weimer 
Brian Sindorf        Susan Spillar Nephew 
Roy Millhouse   Friend of Vickie Georges 
Chase Yates     Keith & Carol Bowman great grandson 
Chris Thorpe     friend of Vicki Georges 
Joan Downing     Member 
Alycefaye Stewart    Member 
Carol            Friend of Lisa Pegg 
Kevin              Ron Pegg’s Friend 
Larry Slicker       Darla Dalena’s Brother 
Evelyn Malinish    Member 
Craig    Dana Gruesu Coworker 
Ron & Carol Bowman           Keith Bowman’s brother  
                and sister in law 

Teri Pappas         Vicki Georges sister 
Lorraine Howell    Member 
Barry Santavy     Member 
To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 
 

 
Faith Works Envelopes 

     Faith Works envelopes are on the back pew in the 
sanctuary.  Please use these envelopes to support any of 
the following  ministries: 
 Bethesda Children’s Home 
 Camp Agape 
 Camp Lutherlyn 
 Gettysburg Seminary 
 Glade Run Lutheran Services 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry in Oakland 
 Lutheran Senior Life 
 Lutheran Service Society 
 Synod Mission Support 
 Thiel College 
     Check off which agency you wish to  
contribute to and place the envelope in the offering plate.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Myles Marnell  May 2 
Tina Weimer    May 3 
Anthony Blankenship May 8 
Gregory Ferrier  May 8 

Christie Conte   May 11 
Joseph Gruesu  May 12 
Lillian Reno   May 15 
Debra Adams  May 15 
Brian Hart   May 18 
Jessie Winslow  May 23 
Don Ohr   May 23 
John Weimer   May 28 
Newton Santavy  May 31 
Ashley Smallwood  May 31 

 
Nicole & Michael Oestreicher   May 3 
Diane & Timothy Dominick   May 9 

Linda & Ray Wasilowski   May 14 
April & Benjamin Blankenship  May 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leo McEliece June 1 
Barry Santavy June 1 
Eryn Johnston June 2 
Joan Wilson  June 5 
Wayne Himler June 9 

Jamel Glanton June 12 
Robert Kunko June 17 
Peggy Bell  June 17 
Michael Moff  June 18 
Kevin Lightner  June 21 
Evelyn Malinish June 21 
Nicholas Santavy June 23 
Brian Sindorf  June 26 
Wynslow Santavy June 26 
Larry Miller   June 29 

 
David & Bobbie Santavy  June 27 
Brian & Jessica Sindorf  June 23 
Robert & Gayle Kunko  June 18 
James & Teri Frye   June 30 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH                           May/ June 2025 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.com 
 

Services of Holy Communion:  
Sunday 10:15 am  

 
Until  

 
Summer Hours starting June 1st: 

Sunday 9:30am 
 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor  pastorpaul7@yahoo.com  
Secretary: Amy Repak stmatthiassecretary@gmail.com 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


